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1. Purpose 

This policy outlines Council’s commitment to reducing the impacts of climate change on the Bellingen Shire 
Community through both mitigation and adaptation measures.  

On 27 March 2019, at its ordinary meeting, Bellingen Council formally declared a climate emergency. In 
response to the declaration, Council developed a Climate Emergency Response Framework that outlines how 
Council will work together with the community to urgently reduce carbon emissions and adapt to the 
unavoidable impacts of a changing climate. 

2. Scope 

This policy will guide Council’s decision-making process for corporate operations and the community to 
ensure climate impacts are given consideration.  

Definitions 

Mitigation 

Actions taken with the intent of reducing the scale of climate change. This includes actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Adaptation 

Actions taken to limit the impacts of climate change that cannot be avoided. Includes measures to 
address environmental, cultural, social and economic factors.  

3. Policy Statement 

Council acknowledges: 

a) that human-induced climate change is causing dangerous and widespread disruption despite current 
efforts to reduce the risks and accelerated action is required to minimise impact to natural and 
physical assets. 

b) that the changing climate will result in a local increase in extreme weather events, number of hotter 
days and heatwaves, extended droughts and bushfires, more intense rainfall events and flooding. 

c) that Council has a key role to play in climate change mitigation and adaptation, particularly through 
its statutory responsibilities and regulatory powers relating to land use planning, environmental 
planning, environmental protection, and natural resource management.  

d) that the Bellingen Shire Climate Emergency Response Framework (April 2020) provides the context 
of the climate emergency for the Bellingen Shire and sets out Council’s overall vision and approach 
to the crisis. 

e) that the Corporate Carbon Plan (April 2020) sets out the Key Focus Areas for reducing carbon 
emissions from Council’s operations and assets. 

The Plan includes a commitment to the following targets: 

• 100% renewable energy by 2030 

• 45% gross emissions reduction by 2030 (from 2010 baseline) 

• Zero net emissions by 2040. 

https://ehq-production-australia.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/78d49a0925d23bf7fc8359035d42092ce67b27b7/documents/attachments/000/123/190/original/Climate_Emergency_Response_Framework_-_final_draft_for_exhibition_4-12-2019.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20220221%2Fap-southeast-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220221T033018Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=bbaafea34dd50601eb13abb71aa472f5cc0d1aa1e33eb8ce545cfa230bffb76f
https://ehq-production-australia.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/78d49a0925d23bf7fc8359035d42092ce67b27b7/documents/attachments/000/123/190/original/Climate_Emergency_Response_Framework_-_final_draft_for_exhibition_4-12-2019.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20220221%2Fap-southeast-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220221T033018Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=bbaafea34dd50601eb13abb71aa472f5cc0d1aa1e33eb8ce545cfa230bffb76f
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f) that the Corporate Carbon Plan includes a commitment to incorporate consideration of climate 
change into all strategic and operational management plans and activities wherever feasible. 

g) responsibility to support the community to develop and deliver the Community Climate Action Plan 
consistent with the Climate Emergency Response Framework.  

4. Roles and Responsibilities 

All departments in Council have a commitment to respond to the climate emergency and ensure all strategic 
planning and plans of management are consistent with the Bellingen Shire Climate Emergency Response 
Framework and the Corporate Carbon Plan, which are in addition to the requirements of any relevant state 
or commonwealth legislative instruments and international agreements. 

5. Related Procedures 

Bellingen Shire Local Strategic Planning Statement 2020-2040 

Bellingen Shire Community Strategic Plan: Our Community Vision 2027 

Bellingen Shire Climate Emergency Response Framework 

Bellingen Shire Corporate Carbon Plan 

Bellingen Shire Lower Bellinger and Kalang Rivers Floodplain Risk Management Study 

Bellingen Shire Biodiversity Strategy 

6. Legal Parameters 

The Paris Agreement, a legally binding international treaty on climate change that was adopted by 196 
Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 2015 and entered into force on 4 November 2016. 

United Nations Conference of the Parties 26, Glasgow 2021 - Outcomes 

NSW Climate Change Policy Framework (PDF 2.4MB) outlines long-term objectives to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2050 and actions to make New South Wales more resilient to a changing climate. 

NSW Coastal management framework is an integrated framework that better equips coastal communities to 
respond to existing and future coastal management challenges and opportunities. 

The framework comprises: 

• Coastal Management Act 2016 (CM Act) 
• State Environmental Planning Policy (Coastal Management) 2018 
• NSW Coastal Management Manual 
• Coastal Management Programs 

  

https://shared-drupal-s3fs.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/master-test/fapub_pdf/Local+Strategic+Planning+Statements/LSPS+regional+2020/Bellingen+Council+Local+Strategic+Planning+Statement+2020.pdf
https://ehq-production-australia.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/af45c0d823d7544f61f0df3a6006b7baa5424e44/documents/attachments/000/058/387/original/BSC_CSP_2027_Adopted.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20220228%2Fap-southeast-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220228T054811Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=843a56b526bbc0ff4bbb90fb25582323a2e6ad3836bb7e4358945a3be61bcb2f
https://ehq-production-australia.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/78d49a0925d23bf7fc8359035d42092ce67b27b7/documents/attachments/000/123/190/original/Climate_Emergency_Response_Framework_-_final_draft_for_exhibition_4-12-2019.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20220221%2Fap-southeast-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220221T033018Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=bbaafea34dd50601eb13abb71aa472f5cc0d1aa1e33eb8ce545cfa230bffb76f
https://ehq-production-australia.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/6bea2833bc8c7b0c87d18eedfa1038fad6414350/documents/attachments/000/123/191/original/Corporate_Carbon_Plan_-_final_draft_for_exhibition_4-12-2019.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20220221%2Fap-southeast-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220221T051536Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=3610b69d3b22b6569f376cdd1c0f0e968f2cd7d35411d889601b33a53228ae18
https://civicclerkau.blob.core.windows.net/stream/BELLINGEN/cf6df44b66.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=Krl4AmFOWdAPphDoK2Gex6eHFHGbRf6akqTCMEh95tg%3D&st=2022-02-22T05%3A24%3A12Z&se=2023-02-22T05%3A29%3A12Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=application%2Fpdf
https://www.bellingen.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/files/environment/bellingen-biodiversity-strategy_v4.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021/outcomes-of-the-glasgow-climate-change-conference
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/nsw-climate-change-policy-framework
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/coasts/coastal-management/framework
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2016-020
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2018-0106
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/coasts/coastal-management/manual
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/coasts/coastal-management/programs
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7. Associated Documents 

AdaptNSW 2021 NSW Action on Climate Change 

“To progress NSW towards achieving net zero, we have released the Net Zero Plan Stage 1: 2020 – 
2030. The Plan outlines how we will reduce emissions… delivering a 47-52% cut in emissions by 2030 
compared to 2005 levels.” (Announced September 2021) 

BTM WBM 2011 Bellingen Coastal Processes and Hazards Definition Study, Draft Report 

Climate Risk Pty. Ltd. & Department of Climate Change 2010 Climate Change Risk Assessment: Bellingen 
Shire Council 

Climate Risk Pty Ltd 2010 A Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for Nambucca, Bellingen and Kempsey  

IPCC 2022 Climate Change 2022: Adaptation, Impacts and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group II to 
the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [H.-O. Pörtner, D.C. Roberts, 
M. Tignor, E.S. Poloczanska, K. Mintenbeck, A. Alegría, M. Craig, S. Langsdorf, S. Löschke, V. Möller, A. Okem, 
B. Rama (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press. In Press. 

IPCC 2021: Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth 
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Masson-Delmotte, V., P. Zhai, A. 
Pirani, S.L. Connors, C. Péan, S. Berger, N. Caud, Y. Chen, L. Goldfarb, M.I. Gomis, M. Huang, K. Leitzell, E. 
Lonnoy, J.B.R. Matthews, T.K. Maycock, T. Waterfield, O. Yelekçi, R. Yu, and B. Zhou (eds.)]. Cambridge 
University Press. In Press. 

NSW North Coast Regional Plan 

NSW Integrated regional vulnerability assessment North Coast of NSW 

NSW ECCW 2010 Coastal Risk Management Guide, incorporating sea level rise benchmarks 

NSW DECCW 2009 NSW Sea Level Rise Policy Statement 

NSW Department of Planning 2010 NSW Coastal Planning Guidelines: Adapting to Sea Level Rise 

NSW DPE Coastal Management 

 

https://www.climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government-action-climate-change
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/climate-change/net-zero-plan
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/climate-change/net-zero-plan
https://archive.kempsey.nsw.gov.au/environment/climate-change/pubs/climate-change-adaption-strategy.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Regional-Plans/North-Coast/North-Coast-Regional-Plan
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Climate-change/integrated-regional-vulnerability-assessment-north-coast-nsw-volume-1-150876.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/water/coasts/10760CoastRiskManGde.pdf
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/4764123/Copyright?
https://darlington.id.au/TEPCP/PLANNING/CZMP/2010%2008%2020%20ADAPTING%20TO%20SEA%20LEVEL%20RISE%20-%20NSW%20Planning's%20new%20Guide.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/coasts/coastal-management

